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Manj, thanks for your last fax which inc ludnd the review from the Bangkok

Post. It is both gratifying and sad to read that my services are now appreciated,
ut tha' the plight of the BSO grows evermore senou*‘

1 sony it’s taken me a while to mply, but m'v excuse for taking so lang is
that T have been very busy travelling around the world audmonm« players for
the new Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra. It took several WE&La, travelling

tiuouvh the USA, Tapau, Hong Kong and Austraua and then 2 further period
| omg around Europe. :

his Malaysian Orchestra looks like being of very lugh quahty as the :
Malaysian government had decided to do a really good job. The brilliant idea
' fallacafmgf a section of each of the arts to different national companies,
means that the orchestra will be funded properly and given a secure future for
least a decade and probably well beyond. The musicians will be given
onditions and pay relating to the best orchestras of the world, so the standard
“applicants has been very high. It also means that the Malaysian oil company
gtronas, the one selected to underwrite the orchestra, are also constructing a
arpoge built concert hall which will be opened just before the orchestra
assembles for the first time, next surmer, It is very heartening to obsérve and
be involved in this formation of a new orchestra, gven if only as consultant, at

a time when 50 many orchestras around the world are being disbanded for lack
ofihinds. The Music Director, Kees Bakels, will 1 am sure do a fine job in
creating a very high standard ensemble.

Itﬁ_omy Bangkok or Thailand had taken such an interest in the BSC, just-

imagine what we could hiave done! This is the big BSQ tragedy, that all the
hard work we did together over the two vears plus is in grave dapger of being
lost through the mabﬂ:tv to find suitable funding. Can Thailand Just stand by
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and watch the destruction of 1t's only orchestra while it's neighbour, and
surely, competitor, is making such a good job of forming theirs? Do not the

- Thai politicians remember the cultural exchange with Cambodia, the first of

© it's kind n the region, when the BSO visited Phrom Penh as guests of King

. Sihanouk? They were very quick to join us on that trip when they could see the
_ diplomatic value of such a visit but they have not been so quick to help the BSO
© 0 if's troubled times. Surely they could find a suitable sponsor for the

- archestra? e . -

1 do hope for the welfare of the membery of the BSOQ, that something is done
soon to restore the BSO 10 it's improving ways, and to finance it in 4 proper
_way so that it can be a true full time orchestra, one that will compete happily

- with the other orchestras of the region and bring credit and admiration to it's
goverument and people. If and when that happens T will be a happy man, happy
iri the knowledge that I played some small part in it's history. :

i you, a8 a respected and suceessful businessman in this booming country
hed any light as to why there is not proper funding, Thai funding not foreign.
funding, for their one and only orchestra? How could one impress upon the
Juthorities that such an important emerging country should have this sort of
cultural expertise? Tsn't it said that the state of it's culture reflects the state of
soul of the couniry? R e S L X

i you ihink there would be any point in publishing ﬂlase'v}‘ord_s of mine
rough the Bangkok Post, or any other vehicle, please feel free to use them

With regard to the Klaus Pringsheiwm project, I
i :hgag__of your father, that the Conservatoire in Tokyo be contacted first,
re lrying to organise any soit of archival recording of the Konzert fijr
ester, and that I respected this wish. But strangely I have had 1o response
him. ¥ do hope he has not taken offence at anything, 1 will try him again
8¢ 1 am back at home for the foreseeable future. i e

did relay to the younger son the

: &m I send greetings 1o you, you}. féthe_: and all your famiiy; andw gy

SH8L L,

all best wishes,
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