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THE ASSOCIATION OF THAI COMPOSERS
AND
THE BANGKOK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

proudly present

THE FIRST CLASSICAL CONCERT
BY THAI COMPOSERS

conducted by
VEERAPHAN VAWKLANG

NATIONAL THEATRE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 8.00 P.M.



The Association of Thai Composers would like to express thanks and
appreciation to The Bangkok Symphony Orchestra, The Bangkok
Metropolitan Bank Ltd. and to The Thai Finance and Securities
Company Ltd. for the generous supports which. helped to make “THE
FIRST CLASSICAL CONCERT BY THAI COMPOSERS” possible.

Printed by Sakdisopa press Tel. 2220902



THE ASSOCIATION OF THAI COMPOSERS

and

THE BANGKOK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
under the Royal Patronage of H.R.H. Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn

proudly present

THE FIRST CLASSICAL CONCERT BY THAI COMPOSERS

Conductor s Ve eeraphan Vawklang

Concertmaster : Dr. Win Chaiyabhat

PROGRAMME

1. Siamese Suite composed by Prasidh Silapabanleng

Moon Over The Temple
In The Grand Palace
Siamese Lament

In Bangkok’s China Town

2. That Picturesque Suite orchestrated by Vichai Ung Umporn

The northern part - Lao Lampang
The central part - Bahng Bai
The northeastern part

- Ramwong
The southern part

- Yoh-slum

INTERVAL

3. String Quartet in D minor (Dance Suite) composed by Prateep Arunamata
First movement
Second movement
Third movement
Fourth movement

- Andante, Allegro non troppo
- Andante cantabile

- Allegro moderato con brio

- Allegro ma non troppo

4. Symphon}? No. 1 composed by Nonglak Prasopsook

First movement - Moderato
Second Movement - Andante
Third movement - Allegro

SPONSORED BY THE BANGKOK METROPOLITAN BANK LTD.

AND THE THAI FINANCE AND SECURITIES COMPANY LTD.



MEMBERS OF
THE BANGKOK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Resident Conductor

VIOLINS

Dr. Win Chaiyabhat (concertmaster)
Manoj Boonpatranon

Alice Compaign

Noraart Chanklam

Sumit Kaewklom
Narong Khanthong
Panom Klahan
Seetalla Klinchan
Lois Lian

Sanare Lookchan

Jit Meeto

Prakob Mokrapongse
Sittichai Pengcharoen
Patchara Poomchai
Poj Preecha

Saja Thamangkij
Kanya Ruangurai

Jeff Stanford

V eeraphan V awklang

VIOLAS

Sutin Srinarong (principal)
Chaiwat Buranamanus
Tavin Chayapivat
Veerachai Keawkong

Kiti Muangpun

Malee Petpradaup

Somkiat Sriklam

VIOLINCELLOS

Pok Savarsupapon (principal)
Trakoon Boonsarng

Malee Hemmaraj

Tewet Mingkawan

Prachuab Panthumchinda
Samran Petpeng

Kittikun Sodparasert

Smatcha Srivaranon



DOUBLE BASSES

Prayong Thavorasakdidamrong

Prajin Pensawang
Somphol Arnchaiya
Chalerm Mollakun
Preecha Roddej

FLUTES

Boonmee Vajjaviput
Narin Chonlatanon

Shirley Rivers

OBOES

Channarong Daengkoon

Jongluck Keawsrikasem

CLARINETS

Panom Waipanya

Nikhom Pongchai

BASSOONS

Rangsee Tabtimtong (principal)

Kwanmuang Boonsomvang

HORNS

Tongjue Padermrod

Somjai Mahalapee

Vicharn Chinhavirojphaisarn

Karyn Quandt

Chavalit Vareevanit

TRUMPETS -

Manut Niamnum

Vichai Phanderm Wongse

TROMBONES

Pairoj Meeto
Sayan Sukdoung

Sompongse Jornsai

PERCUSSION

Sanan Yartmee

Suwit Sovan

HARPS

Lieve v. Oudheusden



The list of Thai composers and arrangers of

classical music from the past to present.

1‘

8"

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Prince Boripat (1881 — 1944)
Phra Jainduriyang (1883 — 1968)
M.R. Seni Pramoj

Prasidh Silapabanleng

M.L. Usni Pramoj

Piyabhand Snidvongs
Chuchart Pitaksakorn
Somtao Sujaritkul

Dnu Huntrakul

Veeraphan Vawklang

Nop Soatipan

Dr. Visnudhep Silapabanleng
Prateep Arunamata

Nonglak Prasopsook

Vichai Ung Umporn
Pympatipan Pungdhamajit

No public performance in Thailand

Western



THE FIRST CLASSICAL CONCERT BY THAI COMPOSERS

Western music was first introduced to Thailand in the reign of King
Rama the Fourth, about 130 years ago. It was the desire of the King to train all
soldiers marching with western music tempo that led to the organization of a brass
band, which was later expanded to become a military band. During the reign of
Rama VI in 1912, a symphony orchestra was founded by the King and gradually
developed to the extent that it was capable of performing Pietro Mascagni's opera,

Cavalleria Rusticana, for the first time in Thailand in 1920.

Both musicians and instruments were strongly patronized and extended
to its height in the reign of Rama VII. With rapid prbgress a symphony concert
was held in 1927 under the direction of Phra Jainduriyang. It was then widely
recognized by foreign musical critics as the best of its kind in the Far East region

acclaiming its pride towards the entire period.

After the change from absolute monarchy to democracy in 1932, western
classical music declined to its lowest activities due to lack of national support.
However in 1943 it was revived by Phraya Anumanrajadhon, Director—General of
the Fine Arts Department, who summoned Phra Jainduriyang, just retired, to direct
its symphony orchestra with an official policy of holding performances at least once

or twice a year.

At present, besides from the Fine Arts Department, there are symphony
orchestras from the Army, the Navy, the Air Force and the Police Department
which all members are government officials. In 1957 a group of musicians headed
by M.L. Usni Pramoj had gathered and lighted up the Pro Musica Orchestra which

unfortunately disintegrated after nearly twenty years of performance though classical



music lovers gave so much admiration. After that the television concert organized
by Colonel Chuchart Pitaksakorn and later the Srinakorn Concert-a TV Wednesday
night program, sponsored by the Bangkok Metropolitan Bank Ltd. shared its tribute

to classical music for a few years.

In 1982, The Bangkok Symphony Orchestra Guild under The Royal
Patronage of H.R.H. The Crown Prince of Thailand was organized with Mr. Udane
Tejapaibul as the chairman of the committee. In early 1983 The Siam Philharmonic
Orchestra was organized and presented a concert with Dr. Pratak Prateeprasen as
conductor. In addition to the BSO second season contribution to classical music
we are here tonight to witness the first performance of some original music

composed by contemporary Thai musicians.

In the past all classical concerts held in Bangkok have been performances
of renowned classical masterpieces by foreign composers with very little room for
classical pieces by Thai composers. In order to fulfill the lack of support and
encouragement, the Association of Thai Composers has taken up this task for the
first time in history to proudly present these original works by Thai composers
with the hope that one day they may become national or even international proper-
ties. The Association will not allow history to repeat itself when famous composers

were unable to admire the success of their own creation while still alive.

Varavudh Sumawong
President
The Association of Thai Composers



VARAVUDH SUMAWONG
M.D., M.Sc. in Med. (Penna)

President :
The Association of Thai Composers

Varavudh Sumawong or Wara Worawej under his musical composer name,
is a physician specializing in Obstetrics and Gynecology. He is to—day an Associate

Professor at the Ramathibodi Hospital and Medical Shcool, Mahidol University.

Wara Worawej used to study the piano as well as the cello. His musical

lessons were interrupted when he pursued his medical degree course.

He is one of the famous Thai composers and has been producing hit after

hit. To date 200 of his songs have been recorded.

He started as musical composer from his first song in 1965 but not until
1970 that his songs were released to the public. In 1971 his record Forbidden Love
was the best seller in Thailand. In 1978, he received Thailand's Best Lyrics Award
and the Best Melody Award in 1979 and again in 1983. His composition The Poor

Has No Right was also selected as the best creative song in 1983,

His works which have been selected to participate in the musical festivals
abroad were ‘Yeaming For Love for the Seoul Song Festival in South Korea, and

‘Sud Ngao' or ‘Alone for the First Asean Song Festival in Malaysia in 1981.




VEERAPHAN V AWKLANG
L.R. 4 M,L.T.C.L.

Conductor

In 1957, Veeraphan Vawklang began to study music at the Royal Thai
Navy School of Music, majoring in violin. In 1961, he took the examination of

Trinity College of Music, London, given at Chulalongkorn University, earning an

honors degree in music.

Recognizing his talent, the Royal Thai Navy sent him in 1965 to study

at the Royal Marine School of Music in England where he completed the bandmaster

course. He then studied at the Royal Academy of Music in London, majoring in
violin and conducting, with pianoforte as his minor. While a student at the Royal

Academy, he won the Harry Fargeon Award. In his second year he was chosen

- ? -
to conduct in the Academy s concert series.



He graduated in 1970 and returned to Bangkok to serve as the first
professionally trained permanent conductor of the orchestra of the Royal Thai Navy
Music Department. During the years 1970—1973, Veeraphan conducted many public
concerts in Bangkok, including the Red Cross Benefit Concerts. He also served as
assistant conductor and concertmaster of the Pro Musica and shared conducting

the Pro Musica with M. L. Usni Pramoj after Hans Mommer left Bangkok.

In 1973, Veeraphan received the Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
scholarship to study conducting at the Musik Hochschule in Koln, West Germany,
with Professor Volker Wangenheim. He returned to Bangkok to continue serving as
conductor of the orchestra of the Royal Thai Navy, and to teach a new generation

of Thai violinists.




Dr. WIN CHAIYABHAT

Concertmaster

At the age of nine, Win Chaiyabhat began to study violin with Acharn
Sangiam Boonsonti, Acharn May Eurfiar and Acharn Methee Yeampeka at Vajiravudh

College in Bangkok. At sixteen, he became the concertmaster and conductor of the

school's orchestra.

After graduation, he received a scholarship to study engineering physics
at the University of Maine at Orono in the U.S. There he continued studying the
violin, working with Clayton Hare, Dr. Isaac Ostrow and Dr. Carol Lieberman, and

served as the concertmaster of the University Symphony. He also played professionally,

performing with the Bangor Symphony Orchestra under the direction of Peter Ré for
six years. He was a member of the New Brunswick and Saint John Opera Orchestras,

and was the concertmaster of the Bangor Community Theatre orchestra and the

Bangor Philharmonic Opera.



In 1972, Win returned bricfly to Bangkok where he and M.L. Usni
Pramoj performed the Bach and Vivaldi double concerti with the Pro Musica

Orchestra under the direction of Hans G mommer.

After completing his master s degree, Win received a fellowship to study
at Boston University. In Boston, he joined the Boston University Orchestra, under
the direction of Joseph Silverstien, the Boston University Opera Orchestra and the

Quincy Symphony Orchestra.

He later became the concertmaster of the Boston Light Opera Company
Orchestra. He was also chosen to play at the Newport Music Festival, in Newport,
Rhode Island, in the world premiere performance and Library of Congress recording

of Stephen Lano's Chamber Symphony

Completing his doctoral studies, he returned to Bangkok where he now
lives. He was the concertmaster of the Bangkok Music Society’s production of The

Merry Widow in which his wife, Nancy, sang the role of Valencienne.

Win is an engineer and the assistant director of the corporate planning

division of the Petroleum Authority of Thailand.



PRASIDH SILAPABANLENG

Composer

Prasidh Silapabanleng, son of late Luang Praditpairoe, famous music

instructor and composer in the past, was born in 1912. Along with his first piano

lesson he studied western rudiments of music at Vitayasakol Night School which

was the first private institute directed by Phra Jainduriyang. In 1934, after studying
one year at Thammasart University, music had inspired him to further his study at
Imperial Academy of Music, Gei—Dai University in Tokyo, majoring in composition
and conducting.

In 1938 he received a degree in music and returned to Thailand working
as an official attached to Western Music Division, the Academy of Fine Arts.
He was summoned by the government to be Japanese interpreter during the Second
World War and, at postwar, he was music instructor for some colleges as well as

giving private lessons.



He then established his own drama group with Phakavali as his
inaugural play staging on many theatres until the replacement of western movies
that the group has been reformed to become a Thai cultural show for incoming

tourists ever since.

Phakavali International L.P. reached its worldwide recognition by invita-
tions to perform in many countries in Europe and USA especially the performance

at the United Nations on Human's Right Day.

Mr. Prasidh had attended the Music Conference Meeting organized by
UNESCO in Paris and the Southeast Asian Music Conference held in Manila where

this ‘Siamese Suite’ was first performed in 1955,



Siamese Suite

composed by
Prasidh Silapabanleng

About thirty years ago Mr. Kasem Suwongs came to visit me with news
of music composition competition established by the Queen Elizabeth Institute of
Belgium to be held in Brussels. He suggested me to enter the competition in the
name of Thailand. I hesitated because there were only 20 days before the dead—
line but he constantly urged me about the prestige of my country so I finally decided
to try. However, due to the performing time was limited not to exceed 15 minutes,
I had to select from many short pieces and, by the assistance of Mr. Kasem in
copying the musical score, ‘Siamese Suite was successfully summed up by four
different episodes as below.

1. Moon Over The Temples
2. In The Grand Palace

3. Siamese Lament

4. In Bangkok’s China Town

The first episodé was composed during the last examination in Academy
of Music in Tokyo and the second was finished while working with the Academy
of Fine Arts. The third was composed during the time 1 was summoned to be
Japanese interpreter for four years during the last World War, experiencing numerous
pitiful sorrows and cruelties. The last episode was derived from Sod Kuramarohit s
‘CHINESE LIBERATION GROUP, a stage play performing by ‘Phakavali at
Chalermthai Theatre.

Finally at hasty speed I had finished it in time and handed personally
to the Ambassador of Belgium Embassy on the very last day.

The Siamese Suite was first performed by the Manila Symphony Orchestra
in Manila when 1 was invited to attent the Southeast Asian Music Conference

sponsored by UNESCO in 1955 and has never been played ever since even in Thailand.



VICHAI UNG-UMPORN

Camposer

After obtaining Bachelor Degree in Commerce from the University of
Thammasart, Vichai spent most of his life in music. He specializes in alto saxophone,
soprano saxophone and flute. Later he studied musical arrangement from the Siam
Kolkarn School of Music. From the year 1970 he began to arrange music for
Wara Worawej and later he has done musical works for several Thai films and
has also éomposed some popular songs. Wara Worawej recognized Vichai's ability
for classical orchestration, he therefore gave his support and urged him to begin in
the field of light classical music. '

At present Vichai is with the Hot Peppers Band which is well known
today throughout the country. Vichai's idea is that music is a part of our life today
and plays an important role in each of our daily life. Vichai won twice in arranging
songs in the Siam and Thai Popular Song Festivals organized by the Siam Kolkarn
Music Foundation. The first festival is to select the winning contestant to participate
in the World Popular Song Festival in Tokyo, Japan. Recently he also got the
honourable award as an ideal musical arranger from the Golden Record Contest
which was organized by the Musical Artists Association of Thailand under Royal

Patronage.



Thai Picturesque Suite

orchestrated by
Vichai Ung Umporn

The first time in Thailand that Thai song was orchestrated and played
in western classical style was on November 25, 1918. Baat Sakunee was that song.
It was on the occasion of the marriage of King Rama VI's brother who later became
King RAMA VII. Later on Prince Boripat rearranged and composed many such
songs and nowadays we have pretty Thai classical songs in different western classical
styles by M.R. Seni Pramoj, M.L. Usni Pramoj, his son, Nop Sodhiphan, Colonel
Chuchart Pitaksakorn and many others.

Thai Picturesque Suite is another Thai classical songs western orchestra-
ted by Vichai Ung Umporn. The suite consists of four parts which reflect the
atmosphere of the northern, the central, the northeastern and the southern part of
Thailand. The first song is originated from two ancient Thai songs—Lao Lampang

Lek and Lao Lampang Yai. Both of them contain sweet and melodious tunes

almost similar to each other with characteristics of Thai northern region. The
melodies probably were influenced by Chinese music. The orchestration brings out
the image of Thai northern countryside which is peaceful and joyful. Shortly after
the beginning, sounds of timpani and cymbals could be heard alternately imitating
rhythm of Thai northern folk dance.

The second is Bahng Bai with its popular theme nowadays. The song

was used for singing in Masked Play and in many Thai classical repertoires from

olden days. The Academy of Fine Arts informs that there were several composers
rearranging and recomposing this theme into Thai classical suites. Wara Worawej

has selected and reorganized some beautiful melodies from one of such suites



together with his own variation for Vichais orchestration which reflects the

atmosphere of pomp and splendour of Thai Royal Palaces. The joy and peace of

Thailand have been expressed by the tingling noises of tiny temple bells commonly

hung from Thai temple roofs, as they sway to and fro by the pleasant wind.

The third part which is joyful represents the northeastern part of Thailand.
It is a medley of Ramwong songs. Some melodies from native folk songs can also

be heard, Ramwong is one of typical Thai northeastern dances. Boys and girls

dance in pair with hand movements in native style while they move in circle
without touching each other and a group of musicians playing and singing songs.

Later in the year 1940, Ramwong was introduced to other provinces and became

very popular throughout the country.

The last piece derived from Yoh-—slum. Since olden days this song has
been popularly performed in Thai classical play in the part representing foreign
atmosphere. The theme is beautiful and arousing, inspiring Dr. Utid Naksawasdi

to arrange it into Thai classical suite. Some parts are slow but firm, bringing out

the strong love and loyalty for the country. Later on this suite is modified and

rearranged by Mr. Suwit Bowornwathana. Because of its foreign tune and name,

specialists of Thai music have suggested that the song might have been influenced
from Malaysia, south of Thailand. Most of the first part of this newly adapted
song is the original olden day theme. Some modification of the theme into Thai
musical characteristics could also be heard. The middle part is a newly adapted

melody relying on the old theme as basic. The last part is rearranged from one

variation of the original suite ending by the old theme again. The new modification
still stresses the importance of love and loyalty for the country. At the beginning
during the second turn of the old theme is a dance rhythm imitating “Rong Ngeng",

one of the famous folk dances of southern Thailand.
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PRATEEP ARUNAMATA

Composer

Prateep Arunamata was born in Bangkok on March 30, 1938. He holds
a Bachelors degree in Education from Chulalongkorn University and has spent a
significant amount of time accumulating music credentials. From 1957, he has done
solo work for the Siriraj HOSpi(al‘S Annual Concert organized by Dr. Varavudh
Sumawong (Wara Worawcj) for three consecutive years and sang in Handel's
Messiah for four years under the direction of Mary Chaffee. He received a scholarship
to study voice at UCLA with Dr. Jan Popper in 1972. In 1979, he sang in a per-
formance of Mozart s Requiem and Gilbert—SuIlivan's Trial by Jury. From 1980
to 1982 he again sang in Handel's Messiah conducted by Hans Guenter Mommer.

He started to compose music right after his graduation from Chula. None

of his compositions was ever revealed to the public but the second and third move-
ments of this ‘String Quartet in D minor’ were performed in Sri Nakorn Concert
under the direction of Veeraphan Vawklang in 1978. Ten years ago Prateep has
sketched his violin concerto. Now he plans to finish it after this concert with the
hope to have a chance of presenting to the audience in the future. He also composed
Thai popular songs some of which are available on recordings. At present he works

as a domestic and international tour operator and has traveled extensively.



String Quartet in D minor (Dance Suite)

composed by

Prateep Arunamata

Andante, Allegro non troppo

Andante cantabile
Allegro moderato con brio

Aflegro ma non troppo

In August 1964, nearly two years after graduation from Chulalongkorn
University, Prateep completed this composition while he was Reservations Sales for
Pan Am. The work, “The String Quartet in D minor (Dance Suite) to be performed
by this string orchestra, is the first chamber music ever composed after one full

year of self—study and as a student of Professor Kamthorn Snidvongs and Professor

Phra Jainduriyang.

The Dance Suite is cast in four movements with the first part opening
with 20 bars of introduction in graceful ‘Andante which immediately leads to the
principle theme in the tempo of ‘Allcgro non trOppo.' After long passages of subor-
dinate theme the development appears in vivid chasing sixteenth—notes until

recapitulation of the principle theme is heard again and ends with a little coda.
€ L]
The second movement, Andante cantabile, is carried out by the romantic

cellos enchanting the song—like melody. It is of simple A B A form with the B’

section gradually grown by instrumental rotation of simultaneous melodies.

The third movement, ‘Allegro moderato con brio, vigorously opens the

classical scherzo with its trio illustrated by three lively variations. After a little

bridge passage, it transits to the reappearance of the beginning theme that concludes

the brilliant movement.

The Finale, ‘Allegro ma non trOppo,, a dance tune in Rondo form reflects

a cheerful happy ending which marks a full close to this Dance Suite .



NONGLAK PRASOPSOOK

Composer

In 1978 Nonglak Prasopsook was a graduate of Chulalongkorn University
in the field of Education. Two years later she got a grant through the Ministry of
Education for further study in music from the University of Brigham Young in the
United States of America.  After obtaining the master degree she came back and
serves as the government officer teaching Music and English in a local school.

Besides many solo pieces for piano, harp and many other instruments,
Nonglak has composed many classical music for chamber orchestra such as Quintet
for Woodwinds. The SYMPHONY NO. I was her first composition in full orchestra-

tion which she finished in 1982.



Symphony No. 1

composed by
Nonglak Prasopsook

Moderato
Andante
Allegro

This composition combines Thai musical characteristics with Western

music elements in the form of a symphony which consists of three movements :
Moderato, Andante, and Allegro. Each movement employs several tempo changes.
The first movement provokes atmospheres of a day. Due to the fact that time passes
‘through the day, all themes, therefore, are not repeated. The second movement em-
ploys a song form (ABA). With a short orchestral opening, the oboe then approaches
with the principal theme. This slow movement is rather contrapuntal. The Ilast
movement obtains running passages in sonata form. The principal themes are presented
on the strings and the winds. In the development section the wind instruments play
new melodies along with thematic fragments. Before the recapitulation there is a
short restatement of one of the themes from the first movement. According to the
vertical texture tertial and quartal harmony are applied to the harmonic scheme of

the piece.
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